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The learning we applied

Environmental Justice Journeys (EJJs) allow residents to share knowledge and
community history about the environmental harms that their neighborhoods have
experienced. This project builds on HNS resilience framework, a definition created by the
community to explain what resilience is to us, and centers community ownership over
change through resident-led memory-based planning and action to preserve New
Bedford’s rich history and culture.

The change we thought it could make
In New Bedford, community voices are often silenced by local officials, even as residents
continue to live with the long terms effects of pollution. Their Environmental Justice
Journey included guided tours and an accompanying children’s book, to highlight the
history of pollution and industrialization, instill community pride and change the harmful
stereotypes tied to the area.

The action we took R "
e Identified 4 local Superfund Sites and Environmental
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developed an Environmental Justice Journey ;

(EJJ) guided tour around these areas

e Designed and created an EJJ children’s book
to demonstrate the harmful effects of
pollution and climate change on animal
habitats.

e Hosted a series of Story Times with K-12
schools and other community organizations
where we read the children’s book out loud
with interactive puppets.

Why it matters

The EJJ Tours and accompanying children’s book increase ownership of change and
community resilience by helping residents reconnect with their history and reclaim their
community pride to eliminate sources of harm.


https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/07352166.2026.2645850

What we learned
What we learned about the pilot

Walking tours around local Superfund Sites:

e Participants enjoyed hearing about the history of pollution and remediation
efforts in these areas, however, the tour format didn’t always work for
residents with mobility issues.

e Participants were eager to share their own community history, knowledge
and questions about other EJ projects happening in the area, emphasizing
the importance of connection around community issues and collective
impact.

e Sustaining the project depended on partnering with a local non-profit with

strong community ties and access to long-term funding.
e Not all community members will agree on what should be done. We learned to
be open to redesigning our tours to consider different perspectives.

Children’s Book and Story Time
e The EJJ children's book and Story Times helped introduce environmental

justice concepts to school aged children in an age-appropropriate way.
e Animal puppets used during the Story Times helped children spark their
imagination about how environmental challenges happening in their
community can also be harmful to local wildlife.
e Early childhood educators were eager to incorporate this book into their
learning environments.

What we learned about systems change

Systems change is rooted in the mindsets in our communities. By shifting narratives
and mindsets, we change deeply held beliefs about our community strength and
our power to shape our communities, which expands what kinds of systems change
we work towards.

What you cando

Click here to take a virtual Environmental Justice Journey Tour of New Bedford
Click here to view a digital copy of the Children’s Book.

Click here to watch to a video recording of the Children’s Book, narrated by New
Bedford Resident Researchers .

To create your own EJJ Tour or Children’s book, start with local places and
community knowledge to explore the issues affecting your community.



https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9a52d55e3739447da5e1300dc521b6f5
https://canva.link/84mfstre4tffj3c
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZsdSIpD7MLg7j-PsCjyLdEATDlOKdfMn/view

